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chris Pitt wins Cronkite award.

Walter Cronkite Tribute Rewards Future Leaders
	Memories of Walter Cronkite — as both a sailor on
the Vineyard waterfront and as the nation’s favorite
television journalist — were shared Sunday night
at the Old Whaling Church in Edgartown. Titled A
Celebration of the Life of Walter Cronkite, it was an
evening of stories, pictures, tributes of Mr. Cronkite
and a look toward the leaders of tomorrow.
	Against a changing slide show of images of Walter
Cronkite taken mostly by Island photographers, the
event, sponsored by the Stone Soup Leadership Institute and the Rotary Club of Martha’s Vineyard, featured two speakers and a singer. David McCullough,
the celebrated author and historian who lives in West
Tisbury, recalled his own memories of Mr. Cronkite,
the CBS anchorman who died last July, and offered
the thought that youngsters growing up today might
not know who the most trusted man in America was.

By MARK ALAN LOVEWELL
	Ray Ellis, an Edgartown artist who had collaborated with Walter Cronkite on book projects, also
spoke.
	There was a short video produced by the Martha’s
Vineyard Leadership Initiative and underwritten by
a local youth leadership initiative of the Stone Soup
Institute.
	The institute then honored two students with the
Walter Cronkite Award, one for his work on the
Vineyard, and another for his work on a distant
Caribbean island. Both presentations were given by
Walter Cronkite 4th.
Chris Pitt, a junior at the Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School, won the local award for his
efforts as both producer and director of the leadership video. “Chris has shown the essential qualities
of integrity, hard work, dedication and humility that

we all admired in Walter Cronkite,” the program for
the evening said.
Josue Cruz Morales was given a global award for
his efforts on Vieques, an island near Puerto Rico. As
a college student, Mr. Morales sought to develop a
new report on sustainable development for his home
island. He was a featured speaker at the Vineyard
Youth Summit last month.
	The evening concluded with songs by the wellknown Vineyard singer and songwriter Livingston
Taylor, who recalled his own fond memories of Mr.
Cronkite, including one time when he watched Mr.
Cronkite come to tears hearing God Bless America
and America the Beautiful combined into one song at
the Martha’s Vineyard Community Services Possible
Dreams Auction.
On Sunday night Mr. Taylor sang that song again.

Celebrating Personal Stories
From War at Museum Dinner

“Negative doubles: the most important convention in
bridge!” Marty Bergen thunders at the start of an online
lesson. Yes, even more important than Stayman.
Bergen might be right. A responder’s bid after partner
opens and right-hand opponent makes a natural overcall,
the negative double replaces low-level penalty doubles and
abject passes while allowing players to compete in auctions
where they otherwise would be shut out. Negative doubles
typically show an unbid four-card suit in an era when we
don’t open four-card majors.
	Negative doubles may show both unbid suits in a minorminor (1♣-1♦-DBL) or major-major (1♠-2♥-DBL) auction.
Or they show the unbid major in a minor-major auction.
Here’s a typical auction with a negative double:
	South
West	North
1♦
1♠	DBL
	This double probably shows either a four-card heart suit
or a five-bagger with fewer than 10 high-card points that
prevents you from bidding 2♥. You can use negative doubles
with 6 HCP at the one level, 8 HCP at the two level and 10
HCP at the three level.
	To bid or not bid a negative double? That is a question
Bergen assures us will arise often and mandate some exceptions to the general rule. With both sides vulnerable, partner
opens 1♦ and RHO overcalls 1♠. What do you bid with these
holdings:
♠AQJ
♥8653
♦763
♣ Q 10 8
	Rather than show a weak four-card heart suit with a discouragingly flat hand, Bergen recommends 1NT to describe
a 9-pointer with three probable spade stoppers.
♠7
♥ A J 10 8
♦965
♣97653

By REMY TUMIN
Clifton Athearn helped liberate the and now shares his story with elemenBuchenwald concentration camp in tary and high school students throughGermany. Curtis Jones spent 26 months out Massachusetts.
as a prisoner of war. Nelson Smith was a
“I survived because certain people
member of the Navy’s construction bat- had the courage to help me,” he said.
talion, building pontoon barges. These One person was a high school friend
are just a few of the stories and people who gave him his identity card. Mr.
honored for their roles in World War Vanderpol inserted a picture of himself
II last Thursday evening at the 12th on top of his friend’s and forged the
annual Evening of Discovery to benefit stamp that was needed.
the Martha’s Vineyard Museum.
	He recalled being stopped by a Nazi
While the event was one of the mu- patrolman one night. “He knew it was
seum’s largest fundraisers of the year, fake,” Mr. Vanderpol recalled. “Go, he
the evening marked a final celebration said.” Every year Mr. Vanderpol shares
of the stories shared with the museum this story as well as his wife’s survival
Pictures by Ivy Ashe
in their current exhibit titled Those of Nazi concentration camps with stu- World War II Veteran Clifton Athearn.
Who Serve: Martha’s Vineyard and dents; he most enjoys the questions
at the museum. Mr. Nathans declared Camp Hale, Colo., as a sergeant in the
World War II, by Island servicemen and they pose.
the night a success. “It’s learning and mountain division. “My mother would Maurice Vanderpol.
women through oral history, artifacts
“Tonight is about saying thank you to smiling while doing it,” he said.
be happy,” Mr. Good said smiling. “It’s
and photographs.
the honorees,” David Nathans, execu“There are so many amazing stories tive director of the museum, said. “They 	Live auction items included an 1890s very nice to be honored.” One woman high school, saying he “made a whole
that show the horror, poignancy and gave us their stories . . . they resonate American flag with 40 stars, a ski vaca- came up to him and thanked him for generation of kids happy.”
excitement of war,” Linsey Lee, oral with people and some are pretty emo- tion, a weekend in Bermuda and a party his work as a substitute teacher at the 	Mr. Good lost his best friend and
at the Edgartown Lighthouse on July 4
history curator at the museum, said tional.”
next year.
under the tent.
With a wind ruffling off the Edgar“I’ve known most of who’s being
“There’s so much we have to learn
Voted Best
from it.” Ms. Lee was giving honorees town harbor at the Vose Family Trust honored my whole life,” Mr. Smith said,
Dinner
Restaurant
bound copies of the stories she and the property on Tower Hill, the flags atop dressed in a jacket adorned with ribthe tent blew and the crowd rose to sing bons and medals. “I liked the service,”
museum collected for the exhibit.
Martha’s Vineyard Magazine
“I didn’t expect it,”Anne Lesnikowski, America the Beautiful, accompanied he added. Mr. Smith was called back
for the Korean War, but after having
a Women Airforce Service Pilot, said of by a military trumpet.
the honor. “I’m pleased and appreciate 	The sold-out evening played host to three children, he decided to stay on
the honor.” Mrs. Lesnikowski was sta- more than 300 people, and proceeds the Island.
tioned at four bases across the country, raised went to educational programs 	Honoree Mev Good was stationed in
ferrying military planes.
“It depended on the station,” Mrs.
Lesnikowski said of being a woman
in the Air Force. “Sometimes you
were sneered at, and other times you
weren’t.”
Serving Dinner From 5:30 pm
“I’m impressed with all of them, they
• 96 Main Street, Vineyard Haven • 508-693-4906
Reservations
Suggested
are very good people,” she added about
her fellow honorees.
	At 7 p.m., the trumpet was sounded
for guests to leave the silent auction
and to file into the main tent for dinner. Items including private photograAll natural, wood-ﬁred, clay oven pizza
phy classes, fitness training, Chilmark
Eat in, take out or “Take & Bake”
Chocolates, a cooking class for six and
private riding lessons were available
for bidding.
But before the live auction began,
Sheldon Hackney, master of ceremonies for the evening and former chairman of the National Endowment for
the Humanities, recognized members of
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING
the Vineyard community who served in
World War II. Clifton Athearn, Maurice
PARTIES • CATERING
Vanderpol, Anne Lesnikowski, Nelson
ON OR OFF LOCATION (20-250 PEOPLE)
Smith, Mev Good and Curtis Jones
were six of the 22 Islanders recognized
AUDIOLOGY
PHARMACY
for their roles during the war.
17 AIRPORT ROAD, EDGARTOWN, MA • (508) 693-1137
	Mr. Vanderpol was a Jewish teenager
Open Daily – Noon to 10pm • Baking for Nectars shows ‘til midnight
Leslie’s Pharmacy
in hiding in Amsterdam during the war,

Curtis Jones.

Mev good.

teammate on the track and soccer team
in the war, and he remembered him
fondly. “[Tonight’s] a little sad because

of the people who didn’t come back,”
he said. “I think of them at times like
these.”
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FAMILY DANCE-A-RAMA!
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Fine Italian Cuisine • AJ Black, Chef/Owner

Fine Italian Cuisine • AJ Black, Chef/Owner

OPEN FOR LUNCH

OPEN FOR DINNER

Seven Days 11:30am – 2pm

Seven Nights 5:30pm – close

“ Fresh ingredients, simplicity, love....
the recipe for a treasured dining experience.”
- CHEF AJ

Upscale casual atmosphere • The Charlotte Inn
27 South Summer Street, Edgartown, MA • 508.939.3840
www.iltesoro.net • iltesoro@me.com • IL Tesoro, Sanibel Island
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	Double. Though you have only 5 HCP, the spade shortness improves your hand considerably. “The single most
important factor in a competitive auction is your holding in
the opponent’s suit,” Bergen writes.
	Here are some decisions to be made at the two level.
Partner opens 1♦ and RHO overcalls 2♣.
♠A6
♥KQ63
♦J987
♣543
	Despite your two-card spade suit, you should violate all
custom and double, according to Bergen. True, partner might
bid spades assuming you have four of them, but you can
always save in diamonds.
“Another exception [to the general rule of showing both
unbid suits] might be a holding with a suit long enough (and
strong enough) to mention safely at an appropriate level,”
column vetter Paul Laliberte writes. “Here is an example:
“Partner opens 1♦, and RHO overcalls 2♣. Your holding
is as follows:
♠AKJxxx
♥xx
♦xxx
♣xx
“Double. If partner mentions spades, you’ll be delighted. If
partner bids 2♥, correct to 2♠. If partner rebids 2♦, certainly
correct to 2♠ at matchpoints. At imps, passing partner’s 2♦
would definitely be reasonable; however, correcting to 2♠
would not be unreasonable either.”
♠ J 10 8 5
♥AQ95
♦K9
♣653
	At last: a textbook negative double! You have a fit for
any rebid by partner. You will find plenty of complications
in using and responding to negative doubles, but believe me,
they’re a positive vehicle.
Correction: The final paragraph of last week’s column
should read: When McLagan led the spade queen, East unwisely ruffed. South overruffed, led the ace-king-10 of trump
(West discarded a spade and a diamond) and claimed. In
the end, McLagan lost a club and a heart, making five for a
+650 top. Was there any way to set the contract? “If they led
trump in, we’d go down,” McLagan says. In other words, the
defenders should have gotten the kiddies off the street!
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PHYSICAL THERAPY
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GREENBERG PHYSICAL &
HAND THERAPY ASSOCIATES
Larry Greenberg, PT, MS, M.ED
Deborah Shipkin, OTR/L
Individualized comprehensive
Evaluation and treatment
Specializing in:
Orthopedic and sports injuries
Repetitive strain injuries
Arthritis and joint replacements
Neck and back pain
West Tisbury

508-696-9171

RESIDENTIAL LIVING

Martha’s Vineyard Best Kept Secret
1st floor residential living
Affordable living with assistance
Affordable state programs to support your stay
Call for free lunch & tour
(508) 696-6465 x 735
www.windemeremv.org

Think of it as a
weekly “get well” card.
You’ll feel better just
reading our Health &
Fitness Directory, published weekly in the Gazette and twice-weekly in
the summer months.
Business owners: The Health & Fitness
Directory is a great way to reach new
customers. You can reach thousands
with your ad for as little as $14.25 per
insertion. Call the Gazette for more
information ~ 508-627-4311.

